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Production:  

  

Guyana’s paddy rice production forecast is slightly up in MY 2018/19 to 1.0 million metric tons (MT). 

 Planted hectares (ha) in MY 2018/19 are forecast up slightly to 180,000 hectares, based on indications 

of a robust second crop.  Yield is forecast to average 5.5 MT per hectare in MY 2018/19.  The first crop 

resulted in 508,000 tons of production. 

  

Paddy, or rough, rice production in Guyana continues its upward trend yet again this year.  Production 

in marketing year (MY) 2017/18 was higher than expected at 969,000 MT, up 18 percent compared to 

MY 2016/17.   The yield gains are bolstered by domestic research in improved seed varieties, 

technology transfer, and agricultural extension education and assistance.  Rice production is highly 

mechanized with large wheeled tractors used for land preparation with planting either manual or via 

aircraft.  Aircraft also apply fertilizer and chemicals for pest, disease, and weed control.  Mechanized 

harvesting with combines is common with the paddy rice bagged for bulk transport to mills.   

  

In addition to technological innovations, grower ambitions and incentives from new export markets like 

Mexico and Cuba are sufficient factors to motivate greater gains in productivity.   

  

The Guyana Rice Development Board (GRDB) is the competent authority in the Ministry of Agriculture 

tasked with supporting rice growers, specifically with trade facilitation, quality control, research and 

investigation, technology transfer, and extension education.  The GRDB employs from 80-100 

extension agents working in all the major administrative regions where rice production occurs.  

Government research farms develop new rice seed varieties resistant to different rice pests and disease.  

The improved seed varieties are provided to an exclusive, trained group of GRDB selected growers for 

seed production and distribution.  Currently, they are developing new potential varieties against 

different rice pests and diseases.  Expanding rice production away from the coastal region is under 

consideration as rural development in the interior of the country is gaining additional focus from the 

GOG.   

  

Guyana has two rice growing seasons per year.  The first crop is planted from December through 

February and harvested from March through June. The second crop is planted from May through July 

and harvested from September through December.  Guyana has 10 distinct administrative regions (see 

map below).  Rice production occurs in primarily the coastal regions, specifically regions 2-6.   

  

  

  

  

  

  



 
  

The following pictures are of Region 2 rice fields in the vicinity of La Jalousie and Den Amstel.  The 

fields were sown in May/June 2018, approximately 8 weeks into the growing period, and the photos 

were taken in June 2018. 

  

  

   

  

 



Rice growers continue to be challenged by inefficiencies from the public infrastructure, such as aging 

drainage canals and other water displacement technology.  In addition, field access roads become 

impassable during times of heavy rain (see pictures below). 

  

  

  

      
          

Consumption:  

  

Rice consumption is forecast to remain relatively stable at 180,000 MT for MY 2018/19.  Total rice 

consumption includes all uses: food, feed, seed, and post-harvest losses.  Rice is a staple food in 

Guyana, and traditionally is eaten two to three times per day.  Per capita rice consumption in Guyana is 

relatively high, estimated at more than 80 kilos per person. 

  

There are about 60 mills with annual licensing in Guyana.  Millers cannot owe more than 5% of 

previous purchase in order to buy again from a farmer.  It can take up to 60 days for millers to receive 

payment from the importer, so millers do not have the money to pay the farmers. 

  

 
Source: GRDB 



Trade: 

  

Behind diamonds and aluminum ore, rice is the next largest export for Guyana. GRDB provides 

marketing and promotion support for reaching foreign markets.   This trade support has been 

particularly critical, since Venezuela is no longer a destination for Guyanese rice under the Petrocaribe 

agreement.  Whereas Guyana was once heavily dependent upon Venezuela as a market, it has shifted to 

supplying other markets.  The European Union is a significant market, as the Guyana rice traders 

capitalize on the advantages provided under the Everything But Arms Agreement.  Likewise, exports to 

the CARICOM region in the Caribbean have continued to grow.  But the greatest expansion to new 

markets in recent years has been elsewhere in Latin America.  Guyana has made significant exports to 

some traditional U.S. markets, including Panama, Haiti, and Nicaragua.  Beginning in 2017, Guyana 

began supplying paddy rice to Mexico for the first time under the duty-free TRQ that the Mexican 

government established, shipping 114,000 tons.  In the first 5 months of 2018, Guyana has shipped 

60,000 tons to Mexico.  Furthermore, Guyana has begun shipping rice to Cuba.  In 2017, Guyana 

exported 15,000 tons to Cuba, whereas in the first 5 months of 2018, it has exported nearly 45,000 tons.   

  

 
Source: GRDB 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Production, Supply and Demand Data Statistics:  

  

Rice, Milled 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 
Market Begin Year Jan 2016 Jan 2017 Jan 2018 

Guyana 
USDA 

Official 
New 

Post 
USDA 

Official 
New 

Post 
USDA 

Official 
New 

Post 
Area Harvested 150 150 173 172 180 180 
Beginning Stocks 185 185 119 119 129 124 
Milled Production 535 535 630 630 690 650 
Rough Production 823 823 969 969 1062 1000 
Milling Rate (.9999) 6500 6500 6500 6500 6500 6500 
MY Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TY Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TY Imp. from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total Supply 720 720 749 749 819 774 
MY Exports 431 431 440 455 480 480 
TY Exports 440 455 480 480 480 500 
Consumption and 

Residual 
170 170 180 170 180 180 

Ending Stocks 119 119 129 124 159 114 
Total Distribution 720 720 749 749 819 774 
Yield (Rough) 5.49 5.49 5.60 5.63 5.90 5.56 

              
(1000 HA) ,(1000 MT) ,(MT/HA)  

  

  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


